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have we got on religious subjects, but I soon found thatx
his ideas are as settled in one direction as mine are in
another, and our only agreement was that we differed.

There came a day in midwinter, June 12, when
Scott called him into his cabin for an unexpected
consultation on practical details of the various
sledging parties for the summer, and on calculations
of weights and rations for the Southern Journey.
After outlining these plans in detail he told Wilson
of his early decision that he should accompany him
on the Southern Journey. The only remaining
point on which he wished to consult him was the
advisability of taking a third. Since Nansen's
journey of thirteen months9 duration with Johansen,
the old methods of Arctic travelling with many
men and a train of sledges had been abandoned in
favour of the fewest possible, and Scott wished to
limit his polar effort to the minimum of two.
Wilson was as astonished as he was delighted, but
maintained that a third man was necessary in the
event of one falling sick. Scott at first demurred,
but ultimately agreed. His choice in favour of
Shackleton was prompted not by his own wishes,
but by what he believed to be Wilson's. It proved
to be an unfortunate , choice; for Shackleton's
physique and constitution were not as strong as
they became later. His system already showed
traces of that bronchial and cardiac weakness
which, though allayed in middle life sufficiently to
enable him to make his heroic journeys, was to
cause his death twenty years later. Wilson kept
his misgivings to himself, being as glad for his
friend's sake as for his own, but his private obser-
vations on the point are not without interest.